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“Devotion to St. Joseph is one 
of  the choicest that God can 

give to a soul, for it is 
tantamount to revealing the 
entire treasury of  our Lord’s 
graces.  When God wishes to 
raise a soul to greater heights, 
He unites it to St. Joseph by 
giving it a strong love for the 

good saint.” 

Saint Peter Julian Eymard
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St. Joseph in Sacred Scripture

St. Joseph was married to Mary, the Mother of  God. 

St. Joseph was considered to be the Father of  Jesus. 

St. Joseph exercised paternal rights as a father over 
the child Jesus. 

St. Joseph was a just man. 

Appendix: The death of  St. Joseph
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Theological Reflections on St. Joseph
The Divine call of  St. Joseph 

The “immaculate conception” or prenatal sanctification of  St. Joseph? 

The virginal marriage 

The fatherhood of  St. Joseph 

• The general concept of  fatherhood 

• The fatherhood of  St. Joseph is unique 

• St. Joseph had true paternal sentiments toward Jesus 

Holiness and dignity of  St. Joseph 

St. Joseph assumed body and soul into Heaven?



“The children of  the world are 
ignorant regarding the privileges and 

rights which the Most High has 
conferred on my holy spouse, and 
the power of  his intercession with 
the Divine Majesty and with me.  

But I assure you, my daughter, that 
in Heaven he is most intimate with 
the Lord, and has great power to 
avert the punishment of  Divine 

justice from sinners.  In all trials seek 
his intercession, because the 

Heavenly Father will grant whatever 
my spouse asks.” 

The Blessed Virgin Mary to 
Venerable Mary of  Agreda
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The Meaning of  Devotion in the Catechism
“Besides sacramental liturgy and sacramentals, catechesis must take into 
account the forms of  piety and popular devotions among the faithful. The 
religious sense of  the Christian people has always found expression in various 
forms of  piety surrounding the Church’s sacramental life, such as the veneration 
of  relics, visits to sanctuaries, pilgrimages, processions, the Stations of  the Cross, 
religious dances, the Rosary, medals, etc.” (CCC 1674) 

“These expressions of  piety extend the liturgical life of  the Church, but do not 
replace it. They ‘should be so drawn up that they harmonize with the liturgical 
seasons, accord with the sacred liturgy, are in some way derived from it and lead 
the people to it, since in fact the liturgy by its very nature is far superior to any 
of  them.’” (CCC 1675) 

“Pastoral discernment is needed to sustain and support popular piety and, if  
necessary, to purify and correct the religious sense which underlies these 
devotions so that the faithful may advance in knowledge of  the mystery of  
Christ.  Their exercise is subject to the care and judgment of  the bishops and to 
the general norms of  the Church.” (CCC 1676)



Devotion to the Saints
Devotion to a Saint 

• “By canonizing some of  the faithful, i.e., by solemnly claiming that they have practiced heroic 
virtue and lived in fidelity to God’s grace, the Church recognizes the power of  the Spirit of  
holiness within her and sustains the hope of  believers by proposing the Saints to them as models 
and intercessors” (CCC 828) 

The devotion of  Dulia 

• Greek term meaning “veneration or homage” used to describe the honor paid to the Saints. 

• It encompasses the veneration of  Saints, the rightful honor paid to them, and the seeking of  their 
intercession with God for those on earth. 

The technical theological importance of  the term is that it makes clear the differentiation of  
veneration for Saints from other forms of  devotion offered by the living: 

• Hyperdulia ~ the heightened veneration reserved for the Blessed Virgin Mary 

• Latria ~ the proper worship reserved exclusively for God 

Devotion to St. Joseph would therefore fall somewhere between Dulia and Hyperdulia, second to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary.



St. Joseph ~ Patron of  a Happy Death
St. Joseph is special patron a happy death and of  the dying. 

The reason why St. Joseph is chosen by the Church for this 
role is because he passed from this life with Jesus and Mary by 
his side. 

Though Jesus is the Savior of  the world, He and His family 
tasted the pain of  separation; death is not a friend but an 
“enemy to be destroyed” (1 Corinthians 15:26). 

St. Joseph is considered the model of  the pious believer who 
receives grace at the moment of  death, and thus became the 
patron of  a happy death.



“Since we all must die, we should cherish a special 
devotion to St. Joseph, that he may obtain for us a 

happy death.  All Christians regard him as the 
advocate of  the dying who had honored him during 

their life, and they do so for three reasons: 

First, because Jesus Christ loved him not only as a 
friend, but as a father, and on this account his 

mediation is far more efficacious than that of  any 
other Saint. 

Second, because St. Joseph has obtained special 
power against the evil spirits, who tempt us with 

redoubled vigor at the hour of  death. 

Third, the assistance given St. Joseph at his death by 
Jesus and Mary obtained for him the right to secure a 

holy and peaceful death for his servants. 

Hence, if  they invoke him at the hour of  death he will 
not only help them, but he will also obtain for them 

the assistance of  Jesus and Mary.” 

St. Alphonsus Liguori



St. Joseph ~ Patron of  Families
As head of  the Holy Family, St. Joseph received from 
God the wisdom, light, prudence and all other virtues he 
so greatly needed in order to lead and protect his family. 

We, being members of  the Mystical Body of  Our Lord 
Jesus Christ, share in the blessing of  having such a father 
as our own. 

We also share in the dependence and filial respect, 
honor and love which Our Lord had for his father on 
earth, his foster-father.



“Go, then to Joseph, and do all that 
he shall say to you; 

Go to Joseph, and obey him as 
Jesus and Mary obeyed him; 

Go to Joseph, and speak to him as 
they spoke to him; 

Go to Joseph, and consult him as 
they consulted him; 

Go to Joseph, and honor him as 
they honored him; 

Go to Joseph, and be grateful to 
him as they were grateful to him; 

Go to Joseph, and love him, as they 
love him still.” 

St. Alphonsus Liguori



St. Joseph ~ Protector of  Holy Mother Church

Blessed Pope Pius IX proclaimed Saint Joseph the patron of  
the Universal Church in 1870. 

At the time, Blessed Pope Pius IX wrote that the Church was 
going through “most troublesome times … beset by enemies 
on every side, and … weighed down by calamities so heavy 
that ungodly men assert that the gates of  hell have at length 
prevailed against her” and “besought his intercession in times 
of  trouble.” 

Having been head of  the Holy Family on earth, it is natural to 
find in St. Joseph a suitable leader and father to protect God’s 
family on earth, the Mystical Body of  Christ.



“St. Joseph was chosen 
among all men, to be the 

protector and guardian of  the 
Virgin Mother of  God; the 

defender and foster-father of  
the Infant-God, and the only 
co-operator upon earth, the 

one confidant of  the secret of  
God in the work of  the 

redemption of  mankind.” 

 St. Bernard of  Clairvaux



St. Joseph ~ Patron of  Workers
Since St. Joseph the carpenter supported his family by constant labor, he also is the 
model of  those who must work - nearly the entire population of  the world! 

In his encyclical Laborem Exercens, Pope St. John Paul II stated: “the Church considers it 
her task always to call attention to the dignity and rights of  those who work, to 
condemn situations in which that dignity and those rights are violated, and to help to 
guide [social] changes so as to ensure authentic progress by man and society.” 

• St. Joseph is held up as a model of  such work. 

• Pope Pius XII emphasized this when he said, “The spirit flows to you and to all 
men from the heart of  the God-man, Savior of  the world, but certainly, no worker 
was ever more completely and profoundly penetrated by it than the foster father of  
Jesus, who lived with Him in closest intimacy and community of  family life and 
work.” 

The beautiful prayer of  Pope St. Pius X in honor of  and invoking St. Joseph’s 
patronage as a laborer, reveals the many virtues of  work worthy and pleasing before 
God.



“Glorious St. Joseph, model of  all who are 
devoted to labor, obtain for me the grace to 
work in the spirit of  penance in expiation of  

my many sins; to work conscientiously by 
placing love of  duty above my inclinations; to 
gratefully and joyously deem it an honor to 
employ and to develop by labor the gifts I 

have received from God, to work 
methodically, peacefully, and in moderation 
and patience, without ever shrinking from it 

through weariness or difficulty to work; above 
all, with purity of  intention and unselfishness, 
having unceasingly before my eyes death and 

the account I have to render of  time lost, 
talents unused, good not done, and vain 
complacency in success, so baneful to the 

work of  God.  All for Jesus, all for Mary, all 
to imitate thee, O patriarch St. Joseph!  This 

shall be my motto for life and eternity.” 

Prayer to St. Joseph by Pope St. Pius X



St. Joseph ~ The Terror of  Demons
The intercession of  St. Joseph is an efficacious means of  overthrowing the 
tyranny of  Satan and propagating the kingdom of  Jesus Christ.  Indeed this fact 
is borne out by numerous evidences a result of  which is that the holy Patriarch 
has come to be invoked by Holy Church with the title of  the “terror of  
demons.”  Missionaries in pagan countries are unanimous in acknowledging the 
help they have derived from St. Joseph to that effect. 

St. Joseph played a pivotal role in the life of  Blessed Bartolo Longo, a former 
Satanic priest. 

• Blessed Bartolo was very devoted to St. Joseph, prayed to him every day, and 
was particularly fond of  his title “Terror of  Demons.” 

• He had such a great love for St. Joseph that he told everyone to go to St. 
Joseph in their fight against temptations of  any kind. 

Blessed Bartolo Longo: “It is a great blessing for souls to be under the protection 
of  the Saint whose name makes demons tremble and flee.”



Saint Joseph, Terror of  Demons, cast thy 
solemn gaze upon the devil and all his 

minions and protect us with thy mighty staff. 

Thou fled through the night to avoid the 
devil’s wicked designs; 

now with the power of  God, smite the 
demons as they flee from thee! 

Grant special protection, we pray, for 
children, fathers, mothers, families, 

and the dying. 

By God’s grace, no demon dares approach 
while thou art near, so we beg of  thee, Saint 

Joseph, always be near to us! 

Amen. 

Saint Joseph, the terror of  demons, 
pray for us.



Why Devotion to St. Joseph is Highly Recommended
A Devotion Specially Reserved for This Modern Age 

• St. Joseph, as our patron, keeps us safe by showing us the way.  Because our own 
cooperation with God’s Holy Will is necessary for our salvation, St. Joseph’s witness 
of  his own cooperation with God is a model that the Church needs right now. 

• At a time when the domestic Church needs to be strengthened, the universal 
Church needs to be healed and reformed, and the coronavirus is plaguing the 
world, St. Joseph is here for us. 

The Year of  St. Joseph Prayer 

The official prayer of  the Year of  St. Joseph - “To you, O blessed Joseph” (Ad te, 
beate Ioseph) - was composed by Pope Leo XIII in his 1889 encyclical, Quamquam 
Pluries. 

The Holy Father asked that it be added to the end of  the Rosary especially during 
October, the month of  the Holy Rosary.  This prayer is enriched with a partial 
indulgence.



To you, O blessed Joseph, do we come in our 
afflictions, and having implored the help of  your most 

holy Spouse, we confidently invoke your patronage 
also. 

Through that charity which bound you to the 
Immaculate Virgin Mother of  God and through the 

paternal love with which you embraced the Child Jesus, 
we humbly beg you graciously to regard the inheritance 

which Jesus Christ has purchased by His Blood, and 
with your power and strength to aid us in our 

necessities. 

O most watchful guardian of  the Holy Family, defend 
the chosen children of  Jesus Christ; O most loving 

father, ward off  from us every contagion of  error and 
corrupting influence; O our most mighty protector, be 

kind to us and from Heaven assist us in our struggle 
with the power of  darkness. 

As once you rescued the Child Jesus from deadly peril, 
so now protect God’s Holy Church from the snares of  
the enemy and from all adversity; shield, too, each one 
of  us by your constant protection, so that, supported by 

your example and your aid, we may be able to live 
piously, to die in holiness, and to obtain eternal 

happiness in Heaven. 

Amen.


